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not got far beyond the law of the jungle, that we have
not yet learnt to appreciate the heritage that God has
given us, that in spite of the teaching of Christianity which
is 1900 years old and of Hinduism and Buddhism which are
elder, and even of Islam {if I have read it aright), we have
not made much headway as human beings. But whilst I
would understand the use of force by those who have not
the spirit of non-violence in them, I would have those who
know non-violence to throw their whole weight in demons-
trating that even gangsterism has to be met by non-violence.
For, ultimately 3 force, however justifiably used, will lead
us into the same morass as the force of Hitler and Musso-
lini. There will be just a difference of degree. You and I
who believe in non-violence must use it at the critical
moment We may not despair of touching the hearts even
of gangsters, even if, for the moment, we may seem to be
striking our heads against a blind wall.
m! d.
Harijan, 10-12-1938
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REPLY TO GERMAN CRITICS
I was not unprepared for the exhibition of wrath from
Germany over rny article about the German treatment of
the Jews. I have myself admitted my ignorance of European
politics. But in order to commend my prescription to the
Jews for the removal of their many ills, I did not need to
have an accurate knowledge of European politics. The
main facts about the atrocities are beyond dispute. When
the anger over my writing has subsided and comparative
calmness has returned, the most wrathful German will find
that underlying my writing there was friendliness towards
Germany, never any ill-will.
Have I not repeatedly said that active non-violence is
unadulterated love—fellow-feeling? And if the Jews,
instead of being helplessly and of necessity non-violent,
adopt active non-violence, i.e. fellow-feeling, for the gentile
Germans deliberately, they cannot do any harm to the

